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Description :

This Agaricus specimen is a real gilled mushroom, a basidiomycete of the genus that
includes the cultivated button mushroom, supplied in a glass specimen jar. Biology
and botany classes use it to study the fungal fruiting body, linking the cap, stalk and
gills they can see to the spore-producing structures they meet in theory lessons.

Agaricus specimen details

Parameter Detail

Type Biological specimen (fungus)

Specimen Agaricus, a gilled mushroom (basidiomycete)

Supplied in Glass specimen jar

Purpose Laboratory study and display of a fungal fruiting body

Suitable for Fungi and classification lessons in schools and colleges

Jar size and preserving method Not stated in the listing

Product code SCL462/0184

Minimum order 10 units

Dispatch Usually within 7 to 10 working days

Supplied by
ScienceLab (Jain Scientific Equipments Pvt Ltd), Ambala,
India

Fungi lessons built around the Agaricus jar

Labelling the fruiting body. Students turn the jar slowly, draw the mushroom from the
side and label the cap, stalk, gills and ring where one is present. The Fungi (Agaricus)
wall chart then supplies the full labelled diagram, including the underground
mycelium that the jar cannot show.

Comparing fungal forms. Set the jar beside a Rhizopus slide of bread mould and a 
Yeast slide, so the class meets a mould, a single-celled fungus and a mushroom in
one session. A Lichen (Foliose) jar adds a fungus living in partnership with an alga,
and students list what all four share and where they differ.

Spore print and gill detail. A fresh button mushroom from a shop extends the lesson.
Students examine its gills under a stereo microscope, then set the cap gill-side down
on white paper overnight, and the dark brown print shows the radiating gill pattern
and the spores that a jar specimen cannot release.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Agaricus

Which parts of the mushroom can students identify in the jar?

The cap (pileus), the stalk (stipe) and the gills (lamellae) radiating under the cap, plus
the ring (annulus) where present. The ring is what remains of a thin veil that covered
the gills of the young mushroom. Agaricus has no cup-like sheath at the stalk base, a
feature that separates it from some deadly Amanita species.

Where on the mushroom are the spores produced?

On both faces of every gill, club-shaped cells called basidia carry the spores on tiny
stalks. Most basidia bear four spores, though the cultivated button mushroom usually
carries two. This club shape gives the group its name, club fungi. The spores are
microscopic, so they cannot be seen through the jar glass.

Is the mushroom in the jar the whole fungus?

No. It is only the fruiting body, or basidiocarp. Most of the fungus lives as a network
of hyphae, the mycelium, spread through soil or compost and absorbing nutrients.
The fruiting body forms when conditions suit, releases spores, and each spore that
lands well can grow into new mycelium.

Can the specimen teach students which wild mushrooms are edible?

No. It shows the structure of one genus, not how to pick mushrooms in the field. Wild
Agaricus has poisonous look-alikes, including white Amanita species, and the
differences can be slight. The rule to teach is simple: never eat a wild mushroom
unless an expert has identified it.

How should the jar be stored between lessons?

Keep it upright on a shelf where it cannot be knocked over, out of strong light, which
fades colours, and away from heaters and sunny windows. Carry it with one hand
under the base, and clean only the outside of the glass with a damp cloth.

Should the jar ever be opened or topped up?

No. Keep it sealed. The listing does not state how the specimen is preserved, so
never add water or any other liquid, which could dilute a preservative and let mould
grow. If a seal leaks, wear gloves, move the jar to a ventilated area and follow your
lab's rules for chemical spills.

Fungi specimens, slides, charts and viewing aids

Fungi (Agaricus)

Rhizopus

Yeast

Lichen (Foliose)

Stereo Microscope

Magnifying Glass

To request a quotation, send the product name, code and quantity through our 
contact page or add the item to your enquiry cart.
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