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Description :

Ascaris (Roundworm) is a laminated wall chart of Ascaris, the large roundworm of the
human small intestine and the type example of the nematodes in school and college
zoology. Printed on a 75 x 100 cm polyart sheet, it supports both classification
lessons and health-education sessions on how the worm spreads where sanitation is
poor.

Ascaris chart specifications

Parameter Detail

Type Chart

Organism Ascaris, roundworm (Nematoda)

Material Polyart

Size 75 x 100 cm

Lamination Yes

Where used Schools and laboratories

Product code SCL479/0204

Minimum order 10 units

Dispatch Usually within 7 to 10 working days

Manufacturer ScienceLab (Jain Scientific Equipments Pvt Ltd), Ambala, India

Teaching worms and parasites with the Ascaris chart

Three worm body plans. Hang the chart between the Liver Fluke and Earthworm
charts. Students tabulate body shape, segmentation, body cavity and gut openings:
the fluke is flat with a gut that has one opening, Ascaris is a smooth cylinder with a
pseudocoelom, and the earthworm is segmented with a true coelom.

Following the worm through the body. Using the Human Digestive System chart as a
map, students trace the route with a pointer. A swallowed egg hatches in the small
intestine and the larva travels in the blood to the lungs. It then climbs the airway, is
swallowed again and grows into an adult back in the small intestine.

One host or two. Compare Ascaris with the tapeworms on the Comparative 
Tapeworm Set. Ascaris completes its cycle in a single human host by way of eggs in
soil, while the tapeworms pass through a pig or cow. Clean hands and food guard
against Ascaris, but meat must also be cooked thoroughly to stop tapeworms.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Ascaris (Roundworm)

How do students tell male and female Ascaris apart?

The female is longer and thicker, with a straight, pointed tail. The male is smaller,
and its hind end curls towards the belly side like a hook, with a pair of fine spicules
near the tip. In a spotting test, the curved tail alone is usually enough to pick out the
male.

What are the male's spicules for, and where is the female's genital
opening?

The two spicules, also called penial setae, project from the male's cloacal opening
and hold the female during mating while sperm is transferred. The female's genital
opening, the vulva, lies on the belly side about a third of the way back from the head,
well away from her anus near the tail.

Which mistakes do students make when drawing Ascaris?

Common slips are drawing segments, which roundworms do not have, giving both
sexes the same straight tail, or putting the vulva at the tail end. Draw a smooth
cylinder tapering at both ends, show the lips around the mouth, and mark a cloacal
opening in the male but a separate anus and vulva in the female.

What body plan places Ascaris among the roundworms?

It is bilaterally symmetrical, unsegmented and cylindrical, tapering at both ends, with
a tough outer cuticle. A fluid-filled pseudocoelom, a cavity not fully lined by
mesoderm, separates the gut from the body wall. The gut runs straight from the
mouth to an opening at the rear, unlike the single-opening gut of a flatworm.

How does a person pick up Ascaris?

By swallowing its eggs. Eggs leave an infected person in the faeces and must lie in
warm, moist soil for some weeks before they can infect anyone. They then reach the
mouth on unwashed hands, on raw vegetables grown in that soil or in dirty water.
The worm does not pass directly from one person to another.

Which everyday habits break the Ascaris cycle?

Wash hands with soap before eating and after using the toilet, and wash, peel or
cook vegetables. Use toilets or latrines so faeces never reach open soil, and never
spread untreated human waste on crops as fertiliser. Each habit stops eggs from
reaching either the soil or the mouth.

Worm and parasite charts, models and slides

Liver Fluke

Earthworm

Comparative Tapeworm Set

Human Digestive System

Earthworm Slide Set of 6

To request a quotation, send the product name, code and quantity through our 
contact page or add the item to your enquiry cart.
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